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BiodiversityWorks News
MARTHA’S VINEYARD & LONG ISLAND, NY SHAR E A RARE BAT SPECIES
Martha’s Vineyard and Long Island are two areas in the Northeastern United States where northern long-eared bats
(NLEB) (Myotis septentrionalis) continue to occur, despite a recent and drastic population decline. Since 2006,
Northeastern NLEB populations have plummeted by over 90%, and they are a candidate for listing under the federal
endangered species act. Historically, NLEB were one of the most abundant bat species in New England, and their
range covered 39 states. Their precipitous decline is linked to White-Nose Syndrome (WNS) caused by a cold-loving
fungus, Pseudogymnoascus destructans, that continues to spread west. Infected bats develop lesions around their
nose and wings while hibernating and then become unusually active—flying outside their hibernacula (caves and
mines) and clustering at the entrances during winter. Bats spread the fungus through contact, and over 5 million
bats have died from WNS since 2006. During the summer of 2014, five NLEB captured during BiodiversityWorks’
mist net surveys on Martha’s Vineyard, and a few more captured by New York state biologists on Long Island, were
the only NLEB captured in the region. Furthermore, the bats we captured showed no signs of WNS infection or old
lesions from past infections. How is it that these coastal islands still have breeding NLEB populations, and how can
we best protect these populations for the future? Joining forces with agencies, other non-profits, and universities
we are working to find answers to these important questions.
Our efforts began early in 2014, planning with the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service (USFWS) and Kendra Buresch, who studied
MV bats in 1997 and 1998. We (Luanne and Liz) updated our
rabies vaccination in preparation for handling bats in the
field, and we acquired the necessary permits to set mistnets, band, and release bats. With funding through USFWS,
we began our first mist-net surveys in June and were fortunate to have experienced bat biologists join us in the field.
Our local expert, Kendra, as well as Jon Reichard , Susi von
Oettingen (USFWS) and Liz Braun (Boston University) worked
with us as we began our surveys and became proficient at
handling, measuring and banding these small bats. Within the
first two hours of opening our mist-nets, we captured two
female NLEB at Vineyard Open Land Foundation’s Cranberry
Measuring the forearm length of a Northern long-eared bat
Acres property. While we had recordings of NLEB echolocation calls from the summer of 2013, (Continued on Page 2)
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it was very exciting to confirm this species visually and to
capture females who showed signs of nursing pups. We
checked our mist nets every 15 minutes for bats until
midnight, but did not catch any more NLEB that evening. We
did capture 3 big brown bats at nearby Nature Conservancy’s
Hoft Farm field station where they likely roost in the attic.
The mist nets we use are very soft and made of fine nylon
thread. When a bat flies into a mist net, it falls down into a
pocket until we come to remove it. We gently untangle bats
from the net and place them in a bag to transport to the
banding station where we record: species, weight, forearm
Liz Baldwin ducks under a mist net set across a forest path
length, sex, and reproductive status of females. Wings are
assessed for damage from WNS, which can create holes or
scars in the wing, and then bats are released near their capture site.
In addition to the Hoft Farm and Cranberry
Acres, we used mist nets to survey five other
sites where NLEB were abundant in
1997/1998. We captured NLEB at three of
those sites.
What was the impact of these surveys?
(1) we confirmed breeding populations of
NLEB on MV

Measuring the forearm
of a big brown bat

(2) we found no signs of WNS in bats from
Vineyard Haven, West Tisbury, and Chilmark
Checking the wing for signs of lesions,
past or present. This wing is good!

(3) while we did not catch a lot of NLEB, our capture rates per net hour were
higher than elsewhere in the region.

Next Steps: We are meeting with USFWS and the University of Massachusetts
on research priorities for 2015 possibly using radio telemetry and/or nano tags (that use receiving towers in place
throughout the Cape and Islands). Potential projects include: locating and characterizing maternal roost trees
used by NLEB, tracking foraging NLEB to document their behavior and habitat use, and tracking migratory NLEB.
Thank you to Kendra Buresch for collaborating with us and to the MV Landbank, Sheriff’s Meadow Foundation,
The Nature Conservancy, Vineyard Open Land Foundation, and private landowners for allowing surveys on their
properties. We are grateful to volunteers Ben Gross, Dani Cleary, Angela Debettencourt, Luke Elder, and Jesse
Olson for assistance in the field and to Louisa Hufstader for reporting on this project for WCAI.
What’s so special about bats?





A single bat can eat 3—5, 000 insects in a night. They eat moths, beetles, flies, and mosquitoes. As a natural
form of pest control, they save the agriculture industry an estimated $23 billion annually.
Bats in warmer regions of the world pollinate bananas, cashews, and the agave plant used to make tequila.
The microchiroptera (small bats- like NLEB) have been around for over 50 million years, in similar form as
they are today. That’s right, since the Eocene period! Fruit eating bats evolved later.
They catch insects by scooping them with their tail skin and then bring them to their mouth while flying,
which you can see a different Myotis species do here.
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ESTIMATING DEER DENSITY WITH CITIZEN SCIENTISTS: A COMPARISON OF METHODS
Martha’s Vineyard is a hot spot for tickborne illnesses. Lyme
disease is linked to high densities of white-tailed deer, the
primary host species for adult and nymph stages of the deer
tick. While other wildlife can host deer ticks, 94% of female
ticks acquire their blood from deer. To better assess deer
density and Lyme disease risk, the Martha’s Vineyard Board of
Health Tick-Borne Disease Initiative collaborated with Thomas
Millette, professor of Geology and Geography and director of
the Geoprocessing Laboratory at Mount Holyoke College. Dr.
Millette surveyed the Vineyard (excluding Chappaquiddick) on
January 25, 2013 using an AIMS-Thermal
aerial imaging system to capture contrast
images of deer on the landscape. His data documented high densities of deer on MV, estimating
40 to 54 deer per sq. mile. Chris Seidel, at the MV Commission, used the data from this survey to
create a map of minimum deer density across the island (Figure 1).
Density estimates from thermal imaging, however, may be variable with different observers and Adult Female Deer Tick
temperature gradients on the landscape.
Scientifically collected deer pellet counts could provide a second
measurement of deer density that would allow managers to confirm
high deer density areas and implement management to reduce Lyme
disease risk. The goal of this project was to calculate deer density by
conducting deer pellet-group counts in an area of high and low deer
density determined by the aerial surveys and then compare these
density estimates with those from the aerial thermal imaging data.
With funding through the Permanent Endowment Fund,
BiodiversityWorks recruited students from the Alternative Education
Freshman Science class at the high school and community volunteers
to complete deer pellet surveys within the Manuel F. Correllus State
Figure 1. Estimated minimum deer densities on MV,
based on thermal imaging aerial survey January 2013.
Forest. Based on the MV Commission Map, we delineated a 1 squaremile study area (a deer’s typical home range) in a low deer density
area and a high deer density area in ArcGIS, a computer mapping program (Figure 2). In each study area, we
created two 1 mile long transect lines 1,000 feet apart and generated points at 100 foot intervals on each transect
line. This created 104 survey points for each study area. Most of the study area was thick scrub oak (Quercus
ilicifolia) therefore, we navigated to point coordinates using a hand held GPS.
At each plot/point students or volunteers counted the number of
deer pellet groups (>10 pellets) in a 4 foot radius. The low density
area was surveyed on April 3rd with students from the high
school. The high density area was surveyed on April 6th with
community volunteers. We used the following formula to
calculate deer density per square mile:
# Pellet Groups
Pellet groups/day x Days since leaf off x Sample Area (sq mi)

Lucas Pinheiro & Eddie Rosado search for deer pellets

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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CONTINUTED FROM PAGE 3..
Pellet groups/day, a constant of 25, is the
deposition rate for a deer based on
observational studies in the field by deer
biologists. Total sample area of the 104, 4ft
radius plots, was 0.00019 square miles. Days
since leaf off was 140 for the low density plot
and 143 for the high density plot.

Figure 2. Map showing our study areas overlayed
on the 2013 thermal imaging aerial survey data
map (Figure 1).

BiodiversityWorks staff worked with the
students during 7 classroom visits developing
the project where we gathered background
information, discussed and practiced the
Figure 3. Map showing the boundaries, transect
lines, and plot points of the two study areas for the
methods, and then analyzed and discussed
deer pellet survey.
the results. Students collaborated on a final
report and developed a poster to share with the public via Island libraries.

Our pellet count surveys estimated 17 deer per square mile in the high
density plot and 11 deer per square mile in the low density plot. These
results are similar to data from the 2013 aerial survey in that we
documented more deer/square mile in high verses low-density plots
Thermal
25—50
0—5
(Table 1). However, the deer per square mile estimates from pellet counts
Imaging
did not match those of aerial surveys. We calculated 11 deer per square
Deer Pellet
mile in the low-density plot, which was more than twice the density of
17
11
aerial surveys (0-5 deer per square mile). By contrast, our high-density
Table 1. Comparison of Deer Density Estimates with
estimate of 17 deer per square mile was much lower than the aerial estimate
Thermal Imaging (Jan. ‘13) vs. Pellet Count (Apr. ‘14)
of 25— 50+ deer per square mile. We believe differences may be related to
timing of our pellet count, deer behavior, detectability of deer pellets as they age, and vegetation density.
Method

High Density
Estimate
Per Sq. mile

Low Density
Estimate
Per Sq. mile

Our temperate winter weather allows deer to easily move across the landscape throughout
the year. While deer may occupy an area at high density in January (leaving many pellets),
fewer deer may use that same area in the early Spring. Furthermore, the thick understory
may have decreased our overall detectability of pellet groups and pellets may have
degraded due to freeze/thaw and rain/snow periods making them less visible. Our higher
estimate in low density areas could reflect shifting densities as deer behavior changes in
Spring. Repeating these surveys, either the aerial or pellet-counts, annually or bi-annually
will help develop a more comprehensive picture of deer densities on the Vineyard.
Recent deer scat is dark in color

The MV Commission minimum deer density map from aerial thermal images likely provides
an accurate map of variable deer density across the island in winter. When we discussed our pellet count results in
the classroom, the students were able to apply what they learned towards management recommendations. Alyssa
Whitney said, “I would recommend allowing hunting in more areas so that the population would go down” and
Ben Debettencourt suggested “They should put feeding stations to attract deer and at these stations then spray
the deer with deer tick spray.” Their recommendations merit further discussion with the MV Board of Health TickBorne Disease Initiative and land managers to find the best solutions to reducing Lyme disease risk on the
Vineyard. For more information on reducing your risk to Lyme disease click here.
We are grateful to Anna Cotton, and her students: Ben Debettencourt, Cheyenne Cormier,
August Engler, Paulo Kinaki, Cody Metell, Lucas Pinheiro, Eddie Rosado, and Alyssa Whitney and
our volunteers: Chris Cahill, Samantha Chaves, Dick Johnson, Kenneth Neagle and Greg Palermo
for braving the scrub oak thickets and assisting with these surveys.
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2014 BEACH NESTING BIRD REPORT: SKIMMERS JOIN THE FLOCK
The 2014 beach nesting bird season was similar to past years in success,
but different in other ways. The predators (crows, skunks, and cats) kept
us and our volunteer chick sitters on our toes, and two new sites on the
North shore made us jump into action. Sadly, the South shore of MV
continues to have low productivity, which may be why piping plovers
appeared at North shore sites. A welcome addition were 4 pairs of black
skimmers nesting at Little Beach/Eel pond, which is owned by Sheriff’s
Meadow Foundation (SMF). In the last 5 years, skimmers expanded their
range North to include Monomoy and the Vineyard. The Vineyard
Photo by Jeff Bernier
skimmers nested on Norton Point initially, but 4 of 5 pairs settled at
Little Beach this year. BWorks staff monitoring nesting terns, plovers, oystercatchers and willet at Little Beach were
happy to take skimmers under their wing as well! Local wildlife photographers also enjoyed photographing them
from kayaks offshore.
Black skimmers (BLSK) are colonial nesters, often with 900
pairs in a colony in New Jersey. Like other beach nesting
birds, they lay eggs in a scrape in the sand and both adults
share incubation for ~26 days. BLSK chicks, like tern and
oystercatcher chicks, rely on their parents for food until
they are fledged at ~30days. Most of the skimmer colony
will stay in place until the final chicks are fledged. Our four
pairs fledged 11 chicks which is almost 3 chicks per pair.
Phenomenal success! Skimmers are named for their
unique foraging behavior of skimming the water, and they
are one of three species with distinctly uneven bills where A black skimmer in search of fish
the lower mandible is longer than the upper. Flying low
and gliding over the water, their lower mandible skims or slices the surface ready to snap shut on any small fish
encountered. They have a unique call that sounds similar to a dog barking, and you can’t miss them with their
beautiful coloring and plush toy looking chicks. It was a joy to have them nesting on a beach we monitor, and we
hope they will return for another successful season!
Year

# Sites

# PIPL

# chicks

#AMOY

# chicks

#BLSK

# chicks

# LETE

Tern

pairs

fledged

pairs

fledged

pairs

fledged

pairs

Productivity

2011

14

24

24

9

5

0

0

75+

Poor

2012

17

29

29

13.5

10

0

0

139+

Good

2013

18

28

32

12

15

0

0

700+

Excellent

2014

20

33

36

12

11

4

11

500+

Good

Martha’s Vineyard 2014 Island-wide results: In addition to BiodiversityWorks, the Trustees of Reservations (TTOR),
Mass Audubon at Felix Neck, and MV Landbank protect beach-nesting birds around the Island. Total numbers for the
season were: 64 pairs of piping plovers produced 58 fledglings ( 0.9 chicks/pair), 44 pairs of American Oystercatchers
averaged 0.65 chicks per pair, 5 pairs of Black Skimmers fledged 11 chicks, ~80 pairs of Common terns nested in 3
locations , with good success at Little beach, and ~700 Least terns nested in 12 colonies with varying success. Norton
Point and Little Beach continue to host the largest colonies, but small sites elsewhere can be very productive.
We are grateful to the Edey Foundation and The Daniels Wildlife Trust for grants in support of this program
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EA RLY CAREER STAFF & INT ERN REF LEC TIONS
Each Spring, we look forward to working with our summer staff and interns. We are
grateful to the Betsy and Jesse Fink Foundation for funding two full-time early career
positions, and a part time internship, and to the Martha’s Vineyard Savings Bank Charitable Fund for funding a part-time intern. These young adults were a terrific team this
summer, and we are thankful for their hard work and dedication. Recently, we asked
them to take a few minutes from their semester at school and reflect on their summer
with BiodiversityWorks.
David Bouck, Early Career Biologist (University of Miami - Graduate Student - Marine Affairs & Policy)
Years of generalized schooling and work assignments, coupled with day-today adult life, led me to forget the once ardent fascination I used to have with
natural minutia. BWorks’ emphasis on recording detailed observational data for
their shorebird monitoring program and their naturalist training sessions reminded me to stop and appreciate nature. By doing this I have reconnected
with the local complexity of MV ecosystems, and the extremely valuable and
important lessons which can be learned from them. Most importantly, I found
that my excitement for the natural world did not diminish as I grew older. Several times over the course of the summer I found myself exclaiming: “cool!” A
highlight were the naturalist training sessions BWorks & TNC staff hosted each
week. I really enjoyed these activities and whole-heartedly encourage their expansion and continued development. People of all ages and walks of life can
gain something from these classes.
The specialized attention and mentoring from Luanne and Liz were extremely
valuable for me. I very much appreciated their emphasis on career and skill de- Liz Baldwin and David Bouck handling a milk
velopment for interns/employees. My time with BWorks really helped to bring snake during naturalist training time
the concepts and classroom studies into the real world. To demonstrate, in my
GIS class this fall I am using data that I collected through BWorks to learn the basics of spatial regression statistics.
Already I have learned that understanding how the data was collected can really boost your understanding of the
results you see when applied within the GIS format.
Jessica Frascotti, Early Career Intern (College of the Holy Cross, Worcester - Senior - Biology/Environmental Studies)
I have spent summers on Martha’s Vineyard since I was a child. However, it
wasn’t until this past summer that I gained a new kind of appreciation and connection with MV’s wildlife. Specifically, I had never seen, or noticed, a piping plover until I got to work with BiodiversityWorks. As I learned more about the plovers,
searched for their nests, watched their courtship, and got to know each pair
around the island, I felt like I had an entirely new relationship with the nature of
MV. Watching three little plover chicks hatch from a nest is one of my favorite and
most amazing memories. I learned something new every day, whether it was how
to set up an exclosure, evaluate predator tracks, search for nests, observe courtship of birds, tag Willet, present my work, and even how to educate the public
about these species while showing them just how beautiful they are. I have become more aware of my surroundings and myself.
Luanne and Jessica preparing to release
a willet with a new geolocator tag
Not a day goes by at Holy Cross where I do not draw from my experiences at BWorks
in classes. We are always talking about the endangered species act in Environmental
Law, and I constantly find myself offering up real life experience examples of trying to protect endangered and
threatened species on the beach. I am currently working on a biology research paper about the effect of climate
change on migrating species, and am excited to include all of the birds I worked with this summer.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7…
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SUMMER STAFF REFLECTIONS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
Working at BWorks helped me realize that I may want a career in the field of Conservation Biology as I discovered a
passion for hands-on protection and being in the field with the wildlife. The staff and experiences helped me gain
confidence in my abilities, and I felt like an active member of the team. By the end of the summer I was able to set all
different kind of nets, identify many shorebird species, recognize pairs of plovers, and much more. I had many mentors along the way who helped to teach me, and the staff were extremely supportive and encouraging. The positive
work environment made me enjoy going to work every day.
Heather Loges, Summer Intern (UMASS - Senior - Biology/Environmental Studies)
Since I was born, I have been privileged to enjoy my summers and
vacations on the beautiful island of Martha’s Vineyard. Throughout my
lifetime I have noticed changes in the environment and species that are
a huge part of what makes the island so unique. BiodiversityWorks provided me with the understanding needed to make a conscious effort in
protecting and helping some of the threatened species on the island.
Heather Loges & David Bouck measuring ghost crab
Working with the shorebirds, and studying their warning or fear signals,
burrow sizes during a survey
made me more attentive when coexisting with them in their habitat.
Actually seeing our work be a success, such as seeing the shorebird
chicks hatch safely in the enclosures, was an overall fulfilling experience.
Much of the research and background work is gone unnoticed by bystanders and the general public; working through the whole process
from start to finish during the breeding season was a wonderful learning Heather Loges & David Bouck measure a Ghost Crab
experience. I am currently enrolled in ecology and other environmental
courses; many of the methods of going about studying a particular species and its interactions with other species
and the environment have been interwoven into my schoolwork. The knowledge base that I have now provides me
the tools to look at the greater picture as well as the minute details when addressing a particular aspect of the environment. Being an intern at BWorks has been a great hands-on experience, and much of what I learned will be incorporated into future schoolwork, fieldwork, and my career. It was a very positive and constructive internship.
Oscar Thompson, 2nd Year Summer Intern
(Warren Wilson College - Sophomore - Sustainable Agriculture & Conservation Biology)
During my first summer I learned a lot about beach nesting birds and how vulnerable
they are to human disturbance. Last summer I leaned more about bats and how the Vineyard is a refuge for Northern Long Eared bats. Overall, I have leaned a lot about the animals that we share the island with. I was always planning to study environmental science
at Warren Wilson, but with a concentration in sustainable agriculture. Now I plan to double major in sustainable agriculture and conservation biology. I really enjoyed all of the
work during both summers with BWorks. I liked learning about PIPL, AMOY and terns, and I enjoyed learning about
the bats on the island. The bank and cliff-nesting birds were interesting too. One of the highlights this summer was
our field trip to the Marine Biological Lab to learn about research and careers there. I loved seeing the cuttlefish!
MARJOT FOUNDATION FUNDS INDEPENDENT RESEARCH PROJECT
Charlotte Champ, a summer resident of Chappaquiddick and BWorks volunteer,
was awarded a $5,000 Marjot Foundation student research grant in May. Luanne
worked with Charlotte on her proposal and in the field as her mentor. Charlotte’s
research investigated invertebrate abundance and predator activity (skunks and
crows) on beaches with high and low human activity and different amounts of seaweed/wrack. Charlotte presented her preliminary results to the Marjot Foundation
board recently, and is continuing with her analyses in preparation for the New
York State Science Fair. Many thanks to The Trustees of Reservations, the Cole,
Floyd, Potter/Welch, and Roosevelt families for granting access to their beaches
for research. Charlotte will share her results and science fair experience in our next newsletter.
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THE EASTERN WILLET: A SHOREBIRD WITH SMARTS
It was exciting to see three of the four 2013 geolocator willets return to
their nesting territories in May. During the winter and early spring, we
planned our 2014 field effort and were excited to recapture these birds to
learn where they spent the winter. However, our field efforts were plagued
by bad weather, equipment failures, and some very smart birds! While we
easily captured four new willet, and attached geolocators to those birds.
The 2013 willet evaded our efforts. Here’s the summary of our season:
Red Chappy Male Willet by Mike Kilpatrick
The nest is the best place to catch a willet as they
sit tightly until the last possible moment in hopes
of not being noticed by a predator. After finding
two geolocator willet with nests, we headed into
the field with our full arsenal of capture gear:
hand net, whoosh net, bow net, mist net, and willet decoys. The hand net is always first. Moving
quietly, you sneak up to the nest and quickly place
a large landing net over it before the willet flies
off. While this is the easiest capture method, it
isn’t always successful. If the female is incubating,
Mist net on poles
the male will alarm call so that she sneaks off or
flushes before you get close enough to net her. If
the male is on the nest, the females don’t typically warn him, but he may flush off the nest
Bow Net
if he sees you coming—particularly if he knows you from prior attempts. A mist net,
attached to two long poles is a similar capture technique at a nest, but there is a larger net area, and we are further
away when we drop the net over the nest. This method was successful in 2013, with naïve birds, but we went 0 for 4
in 2014 attempts. The next option is the bow net. This small net is set at the nest and sprung via remote trigger. If
we flush a willet from a nest, we set the bow net immediately, and
wait in hiding for a willet to return to incubate. We trigger the net,
and it quickly traps any bird on the nest. After multiple attempts
with this method at Little Beach/Eel Pond, we were outwitted by
the willet pair. We were after the female with a geolocator, but her
mate was an excellent alarm for her. While she let us catch him,
we could not catch her before their eggs hatched. On our fourth
bow net attempt for the Little beach female, volunteers Dani
Cleary and Meg Robbins named her “Can’t Even,” a phrase young
adults use when they are without words to express exasperation.
We thought it was a fine name for a willet.
The whoosh net is used to capture willet on their nesting or feeding
Whoosh Net
territory. A willet decoy and speaker playing calls mimic an intruder
in front of a long net. When a willet attempts to oust the intruder
from its territory, we pull a pin that releases a variety of bungee
2013 Bird ID
Whoosh
Mist
Bow
Hand cords and
launches the net. While this method successfully captured
Net
Net
Net
Net
4 new willet, and Can’t Even’s mate, she and the Light
blue banded Chappy female refused to approach the deRed Chappy
10
1
1
0
coy. The Red banded male from Chappy approached, but
didn’t stay long enough to spring the net on him.
Lt. Blue Chappy
2
3
4
0
We will return to the nesting territories of our 7 willet
“Can’t Even”
3
0
6
3
with geolocators in 2015 to apply what we learned. Next
fall, we hope to reveal their secret winter retreats!
Number of recapture attempts with each method for three Willet with
geolocators

We are grateful to the Daniels Wildlife Trust for Funding and TTOR and SMF for collaborating
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VOLUNTEERS AFIELD
In 2014, 48 volunteers worked 440 hours monitoring and protecting birds, bats, ghost crabs, and salt marshes. Two
volunteers went above and beyond this field season: Greg Palermo and Sharon Pearson. Greg gave generously of his
time and resources to support our willet migration study. In April, May & June, he and Nancy Weaver applied their
botany and biology skills to monitoring salt marsh grass study plots at Sengekontacket and Eel pond, which allowed us
to link willet nest initiation to saltmarsh green-up and productivity. When we
needed special nets and bulky equipment from Cape May, New Jersey to capture
willet, Greg made the long trip in his plane to bring the gear back to Martha's
Vineyard! Thanks to his efforts, we were able to place geolocators on four willet
to collect data on their winter migration locations.
As our board member and Treasurer, Sharon Pearson stepped up to volunteer
extra hours in the office on bookkeeping, filing, and organizing which allows Luanne and Liz to focus on wildlife! Sharon keeps busy with us in the field too,
where she shares her eye for detail, passion for science,
and good sense of humor while volunteering on Atlantic
ghost crab surveys, river otter diet analysis, and bird and
biodiversity surveys.

Greg Palermo preparing to release a willet

We believe in conservation through participation, which means working with and training volunteers is an integral part of our programs. We are grateful to the following people for giving
their time and energy to projects during the 2014 field season:
Chris Cahill, Jeff Bernier, Sharon Britton, Chris Bruno, Judy Bryant, Sammi Chaves, Anna Cotton,
Dani Cleary, Robert Culbert, Margaret Curtin, Angela, Debettencourt, Molly Doyle, Luke Elder,
Eva Faber, Isobel Flake, Karyn Franzen, Pete Gilmore, Ashley Green, Ben Gross, April Hamel,
Sharon Pearson
Louis Hall and the Environmental Studies Charter School students, Alia Johnson,
Least tern
Dick Johnson, Thorpe Karabees, Mike Kilpatrick, Liz Loucks, Lanny McDowell,
Kenneth Neagle, Jesse Olson, Megan Ottens-Sargent, Keren Toonesen,
Beach-nesting bird fencing
Greg Palermo, John Patrick, Sharon Pearson, Chris Perleberg, Julie Pringle, Ellen
Rogers, Mike Sharon, Betsy Shay, Dylan Sinnickson, Joe Smith, Laura Wainwright,
William Waterway, Nancy Weaver, Soo Whiting,
Warren Woessner, and thanks to Chris Murphy for
carving our willet decoy!
Saltmarsh Phenology and
willet nest initiation

International Shorebird Surveys

Piping Plover Chick Sitting
Piping Plover Chick Sitting

Nancy Weaver
Marsh Bird Surveys
Megan Ottens-Sargent
Piping Plover with chick
Greg Palermo

Deer Density Surveys
Lanny McDowell & Soo Whiting

Margaret
Curtin

Saltmarsh sparrow

Baird’s Sandpiper
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Chris Cahill & Luanne plunge
into the scrub oak transect

2013 Annual Appeal Raised $33,800
We are grateful to the following foundations, individuals, and businesses for their
contributions between Nov. 1 and Dec. 31, 2013. Thanks to their generosity, we
exceeded our 2013 Annual Appeal goal of $30,000.
Blake and Lindsay Allison
Anonymous Foundation
Anonymous
Anonymous
Art Cliff Diner
Kib and Tess Bramhall
Emily Bramhall
Prudence Burt
Pamela Campe
Patricia Correia
Cultural Intrigue
Angela and Bob Egerton
Jim Elder and Sally Padden
L’Etoile Restaurant
Karyn Franzen
Cathy and Myron Garfinkle

Hap and April Hamel
Judith Hannon
Rebecca Harris
Gerald and Linda Jones
Mal Jones
Ginny Jones with Everett & Kent Healy
Rick Karney
Marian Knapp
Walt and Diane Looney
Liz Loucks
Robert and Erica Mason
Gary Nickerson
Greg Palermo and Donna Vose
Chris Perleberg
Edith and Bob Potter
Tom and Becky Rockwood

Eastern Bluebird in Holly Tree
Lanny McDowell Avian Art

Connie and Ted Roosevelt
Judy Salosky and Jim Pepper
Tim Simmons
Stonehouse, Inc.
Leon and Cathy Tempelsman
Richard Toole and Marney Stanton
Penny Uhlendorf and & Scott Stephens
Ann & David Vaughan
Laura Wainwright
Warren Woessner and Iris Freeman
Page Rogers gave us a beautiful kayak

2014 Gifts and Grants: January through November

Luanne and David Bouck with a Big Brown Bat

Mary Adelstein
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Terry Appenzellar and John Caldwell
John and Sarah Banks
Carroll Biesecker
Tim Boland
Emily Bramhall
Geraldine Brooks and Tony Horowitz
Norman Champ and Sally Shreeves
Tom Chase
Toni Chute and John O’Keefe
Catherine Dolan and Rob Bierregaard
David Faber

We are grateful to the following foundations, businesses and individuals
whose charitable gifts, grants and services supported our wildlife projects and
mentoring program this spring, summer, and fall.
$71,600 in Grant Funding
Anonymous Foundation
The Betsy and Jesse Fink Foundation
The Edey Foundation
The Daniels Wildlife Trust
MV Savings Bank Charitable Foundation
The Marjot Foundation
Nantucket Biodiversity Initiative
Norcross Wildlife Foundation
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
$52,600 in Gifts Jan. 1—Nov. 30 2014
Kelsey Harrity
Talia Herman
Julia Humphreys
Gerald and Linda Jones
Sarah Glazer Khedouri
Geoff Kontje and Norma Costain
Brian and Anne Mazar
Kathleen McNamara and John
Spears
Carolyn Mostello
Gregory Palermo
Chris Perleberg
Ryan Phelan and Stuart Brand
Tom and Becky Rockwood
George and Sheryl Rogers
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Jim and Ellen Rogers
Peter and Gwen Rukeyser
Chuck and Martha Schmidt
Tim Simmons
Jean Tatelbaum
Nancy Weaver and David Dandridge
Soo Whiting and Flip Harrington
Warren Woessner and Iris Freeman
Amazon Smile
Belain Welding
Goodsearch
The Island Club
The Net Result
Tisbury Turkey

2014 ANNUAL APPEAL
We hope you enjoyed reading about our wildlife projects, interns, and amazing volunteers. As we near the end of
our fiscal year (Dec. 31st), we need to raise $11,000 in order to meet our fundraising goal, and another $3,500
towards the purchase of a used truck . Our 2015 wildlife projects are: rare bat research, willet migration,
monitoring snake distribution across MV, river otter genetics, and continuing beach-nesting bird protection. Your
tax deductible year-end gift will support these programs that focus on conservation through participation.
‘pill will willet,’
we’ll be back!

We hope BWorks
will have a truck
when we return
from the Bahamas
in April!

Donate via PayPal on our website by clicking the “donate now” button
Donate directly to our “a truck for wildlife” campaign at Crowdrise.com
Print this page and use the form below to mail a donation

Donation Form
√ Yes. I want to support BiodiversityWorks’ wildlife and mentoring programs that promote conservation through
participation. Enclosed is my tax-deductible check for:
□ $1,000

□ $500

□ $250

□ $100

□ $50

□ Other $___________

Name (please print) ____________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________ State ___________ Zip code ________________
Please use the following name(s) in all acknowledgements:__________________________________________
____ I (we) wish to have our gift remain anonymous
I want to subscribe to your e-newsletter my email is:

_____________________________________________

(we do not share email addresses with 3rd parties)

Please make checks, corporate matches, or other gifts payable to:
BiodiversityWorks
PO Box 557
Edgartown, MA 02539
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HOW YOU CAN HELP:
1. Share our e-newsletter with your friends.
2. Join the “Our Island-Club” and select BiodiversityWorks as your
charity.
3. Become a Volunteer—watch for our ad in the Vineyard Gazette
or check our website

www.biodiversityWorksMV.org

4. Make a donation using the form or web links on page 11
5. Give Something on our Wishlist:


Make a donation to our pick up truck fundraising campaign



8 x 8 or larger storage shed



Binoculars for volunteers and interns



A spotting scope



A professional wildlife camera $650



Plywood pieces at least 3 x 4 feet in size for use in snake monitoring
The MV Christmas Bird Count is Saturday, January 3rd.
If you would like to be part of a team for the day,
contact Robert Culbert at: rculbert1@verizon.net

ABOUT BIODIVERSITYWORKS...

Our mission is to promote conservation of biodiversity through wildlife research and monitoring while providing opportunities for people to engage in hands-on nature study. We are a 501(c)3, founded in 2011.
BOARD MEMBERS:

OFFICE LOCATION:

David Faber – President Sharon Pearson - Treasurer

18 Helen Ave. Vineyard Haven, MA 02568

Liz Baldwin – Secretary
Tom Chase
Chris Neill, PhD

(In The Nature Conservancy office building)

Luanne Johnson

MAILING ADDRESS:

Debra Swanson

PO Box 557, Edgartown, MA 02539

STAFF:

TELEPHONE:

Director/Wildlife Biologist………..Luanne Johnson

800 - 690 - 0993

Asst. Director/Wildlife Biologist……..Liz Baldwin

W E B S I T E : h tt p : / / b i o d i v e r s i t y w o r k s M V . o r g

EMAIL: biodiversityworks@gmail.com
12

