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Introduction
The North American river otter is a high trophic level piscivore found in coastal and
riverine environments and is considered a sentinel species for ecosystem health. Little
information is available on river otters in the northeastern U.S., especially in coastal
environments. Concerns about water quality are increasing in coastal areas and having
baseline information about river otters in these systems will help assess changes in
abundance or distribution and possibly deter further degradation of these systems.
Therefore, the focus of my study was to collect baseline information on Martha’s
Vineyard river otters as a reference for the future and to increase our knowledge of the
population status and behavior of this species in the region.

Methods
• 20 trail cameras placed at otter latrine sites
across the Island
• Cameras were deployed for one year (Dec 2010
to Dec 2011)
• From the photographic data collected at each site
I documented:
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latrine site
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Population Status: Healthy (0.28 visits per
functional camera day)
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Conclusions
The information collected during this study provides the first baseline data on the distribution,
abundance, and activity patterns of river otters on the Vineyard. It will guide further research on
Vineyard otters and provide a point of reference for biologists 25 , 50 or 100 years from today, as well
as for those studying river otter populations elsewhere in the northeast.

Behaviors at Latrine Sites

BiodiversityWorks a non-profit on Martha’s Vineyard has also been working on analyzing the diet of river otters and mapping their overland
routes. Future project goals include mapping and monitoring otter latrine locations on Cape Cod and doing a DNA analysis to compare otters
from the Cape, Martha’s Vineyard and the Elizabeth Islands. For more information contact Liz at biodiversityworksliz@gmail.com

