MV Christmas Bird Count Feeder/Yard Count Instructions
December 28th, 2025 (Sunday)
Using eBird

1. Start an eBird list when you begin watching your feeder and yard.
2. Record every bird species you observe and how many were seen.

3. Avoid double-counting birds by recording the maximum number of a given species seen/heard at
one time as the final number entered. This is especially important for species such as jays,
chickadees and nuthatches that will cache food and make repeated visits to the feeder over the
course of a day. You may see them coming and going all day, but you should only record the highest
number of chickadees you see together at the same time.

4. Effort data are equally important to recording bird species and numbers. eBird will keep a timer
running until you stop your list. If you were not observing the entire time you had your eBird list open,
adjust the time to best reflect the amount of time you spent observing. Also be sure to enter the
number of people observing.

5. If you see or hear a rare, unusual, or unexpected bird, get a photo or recording; even if it
is a bad photo. Take as many as possible and record what you can. Ask Luanne for a Rare Bird
Documentation Form, fill it out, and return it by January 2nd.

6. When you finish observing, enter the END time.

7. If you listen for owls between 12:00 am and 11:59 pm December 28th, 2025 put the owls and your
effort into a separate eBird list.

8. Share your ebird lists by emailing a link to mvbirdcount@gmail.com by 4 pm so your data can
be entered and included in the tally results.

8. Join us for the Tally

All are welcome at the final tally on Zoom Dec. 28th, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US)

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/849022001997?pwd=18Qj6xqgpMSdKVcOyt6wQAyyi8gFRDZ.1
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